
 

 

New Aggie Guidebook 
Info shared by 

 Baytown Aggie Moms’ club 



Baytown Aggie Mom 
Social Media & 
contact info 

Email:  baytownaggiemoms@gmail.com 
Website:  http://baytownmoms.aggienetwork.com 

Facebook:  Baytown Aggie Moms 
Instagram:  @baytownaggiemom 

Baytown Aggie Moms meet on the first Thursday of the 

month from 6:00-8:00pm at St. Mark’s Methodist Church.  

Look for announcements about upcoming 
events on our Facebook Page. 



HOWDY!!!! 
You have just joined an elite group of people. You are now among 
the loudest and proudest Fightin’ Texas Aggie parents! Welcome to 
the family. Enjoy the privileges that come with the membership in 
this exclusive club. This network of parents and Aggies will see 
you through the next four years as your Aggie navigates their 
journey to a degree from the greatest university in the state and (in 
our opinion) the world. 

The much fabled Aggie Network is responsible for supporting Aggies in many ways before, 
during, and after their time in Aggieland. Many Aggies have benefitted from the vast 
connections that being an Aggie can bring them. Aggie help Aggies. You just have to connect 
to the community and become involved. 

There are many ways to tap into the resources and opportunities the university has to offer.  
Here are a few ways to connect to the Aggie Network: 

• Join your local Aggie Mothers’ Club. The Baytown Aggie Moms’s meet the first 
Thursday of the month fro 6:00-8:00 pm at St. Mark’s Methodist Church. We would 
LOVE to see you join us for a meeting or a social. We have a variety of activities 
throughout the year that are meant to help moms navigate the college years. 
Others are for having fun with fellow Aggie Moms. You will quickly learn that Aggies 
are always willing to pitch in and share their experiences to help others. 

• Follow any of the various Facebook pages for parents and Aggies. 
There are MANY to pick from. Some are very specific at a Class or 
Major and others are just for parents or Aggies in general. These 
groups can be VERY helpful and provide great info, news, and 
updates. (Our page is called BAYTOWN AGGIE MOMS. Please 
answer the quick questions to ensure a quick approval to 
the group.) 



a few A&M Tradit ions 
•Aggie Ring - Dating back to 1889, the Aggie Ring is one of the greatest 
moments in an Aggie’s years at Texas A&M.  Aggies are allowed to order 
their ring only after they successfully complete 90 hours with a minimum 
of 45 hours taken at Texas A&M. 

•Century Tre - One of the first trees planted on the TAMU campus and 
well over 100 years old.  It is said that a couple who walks beneath the branches will have 
a happy marriage.  Friends who walk together will have an everlasting bond. 

• 12th Man - In 1922, the Aggies were playing in the Dixie Classic and had suffered many 
injuries causing the team to be shorthanded. E. King Gill, a student athlete, came out of 
the stands to put on an Aggie uniform of an injured player and stood ready for the rest of 
the game to go in if needed. He never went in to play, but the Aggies pulled off a huge 
upset and won 22-14 that day. Today, the Texas A&M student body stands during the entire 
football game as a symbol of their willingness to stand behind their team. 

• Midnight Yell Practice - The night before every home game, Aggies hold a Midnight Yell at 
Kyle Field where they practice the traditional yells, hand motions, and enjoy Aggie Spirit.  
Often there are more than 25,000 people in attendance. 

• Memorial Student Center - The building that serves as the TAMU student union as well as a 
living memorial to honor all Aggies that have been lost in battle whether past, present, or 
future. Known as the MSC, it is home of The Flag Room, bookstore, eating establishments, 
art galleries, and various meeting rooms. Since the MSC is a living memorial, those 
entering the building are asked to remove their hats. Those walking outside are asked not 
to walk on the grass surrounding the facility, also as a sign of respect to fallen Aggies. 

• Put a Penny on Sully - The statue of Lawrence Sullivan “Sul” Ross, President of the 
university from 1891-1898, is located in the Academic Plaza. “Sully” was known for 
greeting students with the phrase “Penny for your thoughts.” Today, the statue is a site 
where students leave a penny or other tokens in hopes of good luck on exams. 



• Muster - Texas A&M’s most solemn and visible tradition held on April 21st each year.  The 
on-campus ceremony held at Reed Area is the largest Muster in the world.  Aggies, current 
and former, gather together in groups all over the world to remember and call roll for those 
Aggies lost during the year.  A candle is lit and a family member or friend will answer “here” 
to show that Aggie is present in spirit. 

• Silver Taps - A solemn and sacred held on the first Tuesday of the month following the 
death of a student. That morning, flags are flown at half mast and names of the fallen are 
on display on Academic Plaza where students can write letters to the families of fallen 
Aggies. At 10:15pm, all lights on campus are extinguished, hymns are played on the bell 
tower, and students silently gather on the plaza. Ross Volunteer Company deliver a three-
volley salute and buglers play “Silver Taps,” a version of “Taps” special to Texas A&M. The 
buglers play three times: once each to the north, south, west, but never to the east, 
because it said the sun will never rise on that fallen Aggie again. 

• Bonfire Memorial - An on campus memorial at the site of the bonfire collapse that took the 
lives on 12 Aggies and injured 27 others on November 18, 1999 at 2:42am. Visitors enter 
at The History Walk that is a symbol of 90 years of bonfire history and leads to The Spirit 
Ring built on the exact location of the fallen structure. The ring is comprised of 12 portals 
oriented toward the hometown of each fallen Aggie. The portals are connected by 27 
stones making a complete circle. Each year on the anniversary, Aggies gather at the 
memorial at 2:42am to remember and honor those who were lost. 

• Maroon Out - In 1998, "Maroon Out” began as an effort to fill Kyle Field with maroon for the 
TAMU vs. Nebraska game. The Aggie response was so much that a shortage of maroon 
shirts was felt nation wide. The overwhelming success led “Maroon Out” to become an 
annual tradition at one Fighting Texas Aggie football game in October. 

• Fish Camp - A four day orientation led entirely by Aggies at Lakeview 
Methodist Conference Center in Palestine, Texas where freshmen 
are given opportunities to learn Aggie traditions, make friends, and 
learn about what it means to be an Aggie.  



Aggie Terminology 
• Whoop - A term used ONLY by Aggie upperclassmen and an expression of sincere 

approval or excitement.  Often heard after an Aggie yell.  

• Gig ‘em - Phrase dating back to a 1930 game against TCU where P.L. “Pinkie” Downs 
referenced a frog hunting tool when he asked Aggies, “What are we going to do to 
those frogs?” and the term GIG ‘EM was born.  Today, it is more known as the hand 
gesture of greeting and show of approval as a thumbs up on the right hand to show 
the beloved Aggie Ring.   

• Good Bul - A term of approval and the embracing of the Spirit or traditions of 
Aggieland. “That win in 7 overtimes over LSU was GOOD BULL!” 

• Howdy - The official greeting of A&M and hallmark of the Aggie friendliness A&M has 
come to be known for across the world. 

• Former Student - The preferred term for a person who is no loner a current TAMU 
student (not an ex-Aggie).  Aggies firmly believe “Once an Aggie, always an Aggie!” 

• Two Percenter - One who does not participate in A&M traditions. “My roommate never 
stands at the football games.  He is a 2%er.” 



Aggie Mom Advice for parents 
1. Your Aggie can help you set up your own “Howdy” login account that will allow you access for bill paying as well as 

access to their grades. Parents are not encouraged to use their student’s login as it can cause accessibility issues for 

both parents and students. (More about this is shared at NSC.) 

2. Sign up for Code Maroon notices on Twitter and by text.  This is the first way that students and parents are notified in 

case of a dangerous situation such as hazardous weather conditions or a campus emergency.  

3. Take time to talk to your Aggie on a regular basis and ask how things are going.  They may need to talk more than they 

let on.  Don’t be afraid to ask.  It is better to ask early in the semester and help guide them through a learning situation 

than to learn about it too late. Give them space to figure out the way through things, but your support and guidance is 

often still needed and ok. 

4. Consider looking into local doctors, dentists, and urgent care centers that are in your insurance network. Make a list for 

you and for your Aggie before they are needed.  This will potentially save you a lot of stress and worry.  

5. Join the Baytown Aggie Moms’ Club and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow moms (and dads). The best part of being in 

the organization is the support we can give each other and the friendships we gain while supporting our Aggies and 

Texas A&M University. 

Aggie Mom Advice for our Aggies 
1. Receiving a “B” is not the end of the world.  Most of you are accustomed to making A’s and it would be awesome if it 

happens throughout your time at A&M, but don’t panic if it doesn’t.  

2. Talk to your professors. Ask questions. Ask what resources are available to you in all of your classes. Go to office hours 

BEFORE you are in a panic about your grade.  Face to face interaction can make a big difference.   

3. Get the phone number of at least one person in each class you have.  Find some study partners. Don’t try to do it all 

alone. 

4. Being a student is your job.  Therefore, you should dedicate 40 hours per 

week to it.  If you are in class 15 hours, make sure you spend 25 hours 

studying and working on your assignments.  Divide the hours how you must, 

but get them in.   

5. Write your notes by hand. If you want to go back and type them later, do it. 

However, students who hand write their notes the first time around have 

been proven to remember significantly more info for longer periods than 

those who only type notes. 



	 	  

	 	 AGGIES IN NEED 
The local Brazos County Aggie Moms' Club has mothers 
who are available to help Aggies in need. It may be for 
something small like bringing chicken soup to a sick 
Aggie or for something big like sitting with you at the ER.  
These moms can help. 

Marcille Barnett 
713-826-1538 

    

Sue Boyette 
214-621-2102 

Sandra Micklitz ‘84 
979-218-8679 

Cynthia Funderburk 
214-695-3656 

Laurie Perkins ‘89 
479-264-5772 

Healthcare Info to Know: 
DOC ~ 979-571-1967 - www.docishere.com
Years ago Dr. Joel Richards served the BCS area making house calls for Aggies who were sick and 
had no primary care doctor in town. Since then, he has expanded to an on demand physician service 
that is 100% mobile. Check their site for details about their services.

A.P. Beutel Health Center ~ 979-458-8310 ~ https://shs.tamu.edu/
This is the clinic on campus provided by TAMU Student Health Services. They offer many different 
services for students. It is lovingly called the “Quack Shack” by Aggies.  Look at the website for 
details about services, appointments, and fees. Beutel is located near Military Walk off of Academic 
Plaza.
**There are a variety of clinics, ERs, and urgent cares in the BCS area. Most will provide wonderful 
care, but the bills can be quite shocking afterward if you aren’t vigilant about coverage. We suggest 
you do the research on the ones that accept your insurance AHEAD of your Aggie being sick. This 
applies to dentists/specialists for Aggies who need care in Aggieland rather than using their 
hometown doctors.** 

Other things to consider:
• Have your Aggie a digital copy of an insurance card on their phone. A picture saved in the favorites 

or an “emergency info” album in your camera roll might make it easier when checking in.
• If your Aggie has a doctor in town, put the office phone numbers in your (and their) phone contacts.
• Have them names/dosage of their meds saved in their phone. Take a picture of bottles.
• Make sure roommates/friends know your contact info, so they can reach out in the event that your 

Aggie can’t.
• Consider a HIPAA release/waiver form. Once your Aggie turns 18, there are limitations to what 

doctors and nurses are allowed to share with parents your Aggie is under their care. Take the time 
to learn facts about what HIPAA covers and how to get one set up. This could be very important at 
a very difficult or trying time. Take steps BEFORE there is a crisis. 

http://www.docishere.com/
https://shs.tamu.edu/


Academics & Other Services 
Sometimes our Aggies need a little helping hand getting through some of the challenging coursework 
at TAMU. The university offers help through the ACADEMIC SUCCESS CENTER.  Students can 
receive academic coaching, attend regular tutoring sessions, attend Supplemental Instruction, and 
more. This is a service provided by the university of which all students should take advantage. For 
more information, go to http://successcenter.tamu.edu .

There are also many local paid tutoring services that students can 
look into such as TutorJohn, 4.0 To Go, Aggieland Tutoring, etc… 
These services vary in price and availability.

DISABILITIES SERVICES:  

If you have documented disabilities, you can receive services in college to help much like you 
probably did in high school. This can include extended time on tests or other services. You can start 
the process by sharing your paperwork from high school with the disability services at your college.  
Be sure you collect your important documentation from your high school before you leave for TAMU. 

https://disability.tamu.edu/ 


Other Services: 
• CAPS - Counseling & Psychological Services: https://caps.tamu.edu  

• Career Center - help with jobs, resumes, career fairs, interviews: https://careercenter.tamu.edu/ 

• Student Assistance Services: - emergencies, absences, & more: https://studentlife.tamu.edu/sas/  

Facebook groups:  

There are many out there run by other parents or the university.  Seek out pages for specific A&M 

groups that apply to your Aggie such as Texas A&M class groups for their major. 

• “Aggie Moms and Dads of Current or New Texas A&M Students”

• “Aggie Parents”

• “Supplemental Instruction & Tutoring at Texas A&M University”

https://disability.tamu.edu/
https://caps.tamu.edu
https://careercenter.tamu.edu/
https://studentlife.tamu.edu/sas/


Places to go and Enjoy while in Aggieland 
Off Campus:

• The Warehouse & Maroon U - t-shirts and TAMU gear

• Aggieland Outfitters - TAMU gear and gifts

• The Dixie Chicken - bar and restaurant ay Northgate

• Downtown Bryan

• Messina Hof Winery

• Museum of the American GI

• Santa’s Wonderland (late fall and winter season)

On Campus:

• The Association of Former Students (The big ring) 

• George H. W. Bush Presidential Library & Museum

• Howdy Garden

• Bonfire Memorial 

• Cushing Library 

• Sanders Corps of Cadets Center

Events that are Memorable:

• Any Aggie sporting event

• Midnight Yell Practice - midnight before every football game

• Bonfire Remembrance - November 18th 2:42am

• The BIG Event - community-wide service day held each spring

• Muster - April 21st

• Silver Taps - first Tuesday of the month at 10:30pm at Academic Plaza

• Pull Out Day (end of sophomore year)

• Elephant Walk (end of senior year)

• Ring Day - 4 times per year

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  



Try the Bryan/College Station cuisine! 

• The Dixie Chicken

• Hullaballoo Diner

• Layne’s Chicken Fingers

• C & J BBQ

• Koppe Bridge Bar and Grill

• Yummi Yummi Sushi

• Napa Flats

• Blue Baker

• Torchy’s Tacos

• Gringo’s

• Chimy’s

• Fuego Tortilla Grill

• Harvey Washbangers

• Mo’s Irish Bar

• Hop Daddy

• Sodolaks Beefmasters

• Gumby’s Pizza

• Piasano’s Italian Pizzaria  

Gig ‘eM 
  & 

God BlesS 
Booklet created by a Baytown Aggie Mom, composed from REAL AGGIE MOM  

experiences, and info from Texas A&M’s website: www.TAMU.edu.	  

Written by Julie Jannise for the Baytown Aggies Moms’ Club		 	 	 	 	 	 	


